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my brother. You used to like jolly
Jack Harkens, long, long ago."

It ras said so softly, sweetly and
tenderly, that my heart melted as I
looked into the pleading eyes of my
wife Jack's eyes, when Jack was a
boy, and before the fires of sin and
crime stole away their softness. "Dear
old Jack, the truest and bravest of us
all in those sweet old days of long ago,
away back in the little country town.
Ah! evil companions have worked ill
with Jack Harkens. They led him
astray from the narrow path into the
great, wide channel of sin; and he had
so much to live for, too euch a de-

voted mwtLcr, such a dear little sis-

ter
'Y to," softly broke in she.

"Ye.- - v own dear, little wife. I
am a brute to tell you of your broth-
er's waywardness. I am afraid the
prison doors will open again to receive
Jack "

"He swears he will kill himself,
rather than be retaken."

"The same old Jack, yet; if he
swears it, no power will prevent him.
If I could help Jack for your sake, for
your mother's "

"I knew you would. Hark! I hear
a step on the veranda. It is Jack's.
Forgive me I told him to come to you.
I will go now. Good night." She
pressed a kiss upon my lips, and
left me.

Tap, tap, against the blind of my
library window opening upon the ver-
anda.

Raising the window, I pushed back
the blinds and a tall woman stepped
over the low sill, clumsily dragging
tho long skirts after her. I reclosed
the blinds and window, and turned to
Jack, now standing with his back to
the cold fire-plac- e. The long dress
was raised, and there he stood in his
same old posture, with both hands
plunged into tho pockets of a pair of
zebra-marke- d trousers. It was Jack
Harkens, the escaped convict, in his
prison garb.

"Got any cigars, Dick? Thanks;
haven't had many cigars lately. I'm
quite a sight, am I not, in my close
crop?"

"You look changed. You have
grown thin," I said, as I pushed a chair
forward.

"Perhaps I have; now, do you know,
Dick, prison life acts differently upon
different subjects? Some grow fat,
and some thin. If a man has been
dissipated before his imprisonment, he
gets fat and healthy through forced
denial of the things which tend to make
a man seedy and old before his time.
One of the best bits of advice I could
possibly give to broken-dow- n and shat-
tered men around town, would be
commit some crime against law, and
go and sojourn for a period in Sing
Sing. On the other hand, a man who
has lead a correct life, physically, I
mean, there is nothing that will eat
the flesh off of his bones and plow
channels in his cheeks like prison air,
confinement the thousand and one
constant yearnings to bo free."

It was a strange study to hear this
man, with the marks of prison life
upon his face, right here within reach
almost of tho shadow of law, calmly,
philosophically discoursing the results,
pro and con., concerning alifo without
freedom.

"Jack, you are in danger "
"Yes, perhaps; but I have that about

Tbi popular remedy never falls to er
oreffectually cure
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ly guar coated and easy to swallow
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Four Books Learned in Ona Reading,
A Year's Work Done in Ten Days.

From the Chapl-ii- of Kxeter Collepe, and
Houghton Kvrino Prizeman, Oxford.

Coll. Elim, Oxon., Sept. 1888.

Dear Sir: In April, Jnki, while thinking of
tak ng on'.ers in September, 1 suddenly received
notico lhat my ordination examination would
be held ia :i fortnight. I had only ten (10) clays
iu which to prepuro for 1 lm Kxam. I fchouid
leconimenil a prcpun.t on in the ease of
anyone so utterly unp cpuie :;si I wns ; butyour
tyi't-n- i had so strengthened ti'j natural tnnnory,
that I w:is able to remember ani ive the pist
of am' book: uft r vo Iiikj it once. I therefors
read Llsrhttoot, Proctor, Harold llrowne, Mos-hei-

ic, &c, once, and was successful In evirv
one of tho nine papei h. Tlie present Bishop of
Kdinhurtr know s the facts. Faithfully yours.
Rev.l jAMEd Minni.KTOV M acoonauj, J.M.A.

To Prof. A. Lois, tte, Zi" Fifth Ave.. N. Y.
Perfet-- i ly taugut by correspondence. Send for
prospectus.
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The first of November, as a general
thing, Bays the National Farmer, is

i aooui tne ngiit time to place bees in
(

winter quarters, if underground repos--
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course this time may vary as to the
weather. If the weather remains fine
they may be left out as long as it con-
tinues, but may be just as safely kept
in the cellar, if properly put thero.
We would place them there by the
time the first freezing weather comes.
It is much better, if possible, to locate
them on separate bottom boards, at
such a distance apart as to keep them
separated. It is true it requires much
labor to keep them perfectly separated,
but it is the only method of sure suc-
cess. It will pay much better in the
long run to make arrangements for
them out doors by using chaff hives.

Cure of Pneumonia.
Hess Road, Niagara Co., N. Y., I

March 24, 1S86. f
About a year ago I was taken with a

severe pain in both lungs. I was first at-
tacked with a violent chill, then a dreadful
pain and then a cough accompanied by con-
siderable fever. It looked very much like
a bad attack of pneumonia. A friend of
mine procured five Ai.lcock's Plasteks.
One he put under each arm, one under each
shoulder blade, and one on my chest close
around my throat. In a few hours the
cough ceased, the pain gradually abated
and I broke out in a profuse perspiration
I fell into a profound sleep, and the next
day was almost well. I wore the Plasters
eight days afterwards, and have never had
any trouble since.

William A. Sawteh.
A wicked coal-dealer- 's motto: ''Tho

lighter the weight the heavier the prof-
its."

Learning and wisdom do not always go
together.

Making Faces
Is excusable, because involuntary in the
rheumatic. One severe twinge is sufficient
to make any one twist the countenance out
of shape. Persons troubled with incipient
rheumatism might save themselves years
of pain if they would only use Hostetter's
Stomach Bitters at the start. Signally effi-
cacious is it, too, for neuralgia, fever and
ague, dyspepsia, debility, inactivity of the
kidneys and biliousness.

Sociai, anomaly the fact that people
Who "get on," should be "well oft."

To Consumptives aud Delicatn Persons.
"Baker's Norwegian Cod Liver Oil" heals

the lungs, builds up waste, and strengthens.
Jno. C. Balier & Co., Philadelphia.

As out (and out) lying district the wit-
ness box of a police-cour- t.

Throat Diseases commence with a Cough,
Cold or Sore Throat. 'Brown's Bronchial
Troche'' give immediate relief. Sold only in
boxes. Price 25 cts.

The honey-be- e is a regular morohant. It
cells combs for a living.

Danger Signaled by a Cough Is averted
h Hale's Honey of Horehound and Tar.

Pike's Toothache Drops Cure iu one minute.

A Dutch timepiece the Watch on thoRhino. Life.

If You Are Sick
With Headache, Neuralgia, Rheumatism Dyspep-
sia, Biliousness, Blood Humors, Kidney Disease,
Constipation, Female Troubles, r"ever and Agile,
Sleeplessness, 1'nrtial Paralysis, or Nervous Pros-
tration, use Paine's Celery Compound and lo
cured. In each of these the cause is mental or
physical overwork, anxiety, exposure or malaria,
the effect of which is to weaken the nervous sys-

tem, resulting in one of these disease?. Remove
the cause with that great Nerve Tonic, and the
result will disappear.

Paine's Celery Compound
Jas. L. Bowen, Springfield, Mass., writes :

"I'aine's Celery Compound cannot be excelled as
a Nerve Tonic. In my case a single bottle
wrought a great change. My nervousness entirely
disappeared, and with it the resulting ail'ection
of the stomach, heart and liver, and the whole
tone of the system was wonderfully invigorated.
I tell my friends, if sick as I have been, I'aine's
Celery Compound

Will Cure You!
Sold by druggists. St ; six for $ . Trepared only

by Welis, Richardson & Co., Burlington, Vt.
For the Aged, Nervous, Debilitated.

Warranted to color more goods than any othet
flyes ever made, and to give more brilliant id
durable colors. Ask for the Uuimond, and take
do other.
A Pncoo Duarl FOR
A Coat Colored
r j n i fuarmenis neneweu CENTS.

A Child can use them !

Unequalled for all Fancy and Art Work,
At druRRists and Merchants. Dye Hook free.

WELLS, RICHARDSON 4. CO., Props., Burlington, Vt
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VTi'tHiVl ory;--,ri-l

FOIl
K JaJ " J '.V "CHILDREN

SrjFFERIXO FROM

Cold in Head
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A particle ii applied into each nostril and is airre.
t'ricr fi4t at (iniifiTSTs; ny man, rP(fisirMi,
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The BUYERS GUIDE 11

issued March and bept.,
i each year. It is an ency.(n) jelopodia of useful infor-'mati- oa

for all who pur- -
chase the luxuries or the
necessities of life. "We

can olotho you asd furnish you with
all the necessary and unnecessary
appliances to ride, walk, dance, sleep,
eat, flsh. hunt, work, go to church,
or stay at home, and ia various sises,
styles and quantities. Just figure out
what is required to do all these things
COMFORTABLY, and you can make a fair
estimate of the value of the BUYEIiB
GUIDE, which will be sent upon
receipt of 10 cents to pay postage,
MONTGOMERY WARD & CO.
111-11- 4 Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IU.

THIS PAPCa rirrj ttara jmm wet..

Pise's Eeniefly for Catarrh to the nn Best, Easiest to Cue, and Cheapest.
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A man at Tatnall, Ga., has twenty-seve- n

brothers and sisters living.
A gentleman in Portland, Ore., has

succeeded in training a young elk to
drive in harness.

The annual value of the wool crop
is from $75,000,000 to $90,000,000, vary-
ing with the market value.

A wonderful real estate dealer
does business at Gladstone, Mich. He
won't sell a lot unless the buyer signs
a forfeiture contract not to allow
whisky selling on the premises.

One of the most prosperous farm-
ers of Cuthbert, Ga., is a Hebrew.
He began business there as a baker,
then became a merchant, and finally
took to agriculture, which is very un-

usual for a Jew.
Twenty young men in a Pennsyl-

vania town formed a foot-ba- ll club.
In three months fourteen of them had
broken bones, three were crippled for
life, and one druggist sold them $18
worth of ointment.

Aunt Til Ruley, a colored woman
who lives in Marion County, Ky., is
said to be one hundred and twenty-on- e

years old. She never nursed George
Washington, but she recently walked
from her home to Lebanon and back,
twenty-eig- ht miles, to attend a circus.

In Cuba a woman never loses her
maiden name. When married her
husband's name is added to her own,
but she is always called by her Chris-
tian and maiden names. Children
take the name of both parents, but
place the mother's name after the
father's.

The telephone was put to a novel
use in Toronto. A citizen who had
been summoned to appear at the po-

lice court for breach of a by-la- w, find-
ing that he would be unable to appear
in person, telephoned the facts to
headquarters, admitting his guilt, and
was fined one dollar and costs through
the same medium.

William Watson, an old settler
living eight miles northwest of Wind-
sor, 111., died at his residence, at the
age of seventy-si- x years, and was
buried in a coffin that he made sixteen
years ago for himself. It is of walnut
wood and he has kept it in his house
ever since, and two weeks before his
death had it brought into his room and
placed at the foot of his bed.

A hen in Canada scratched up $400
in old coins a few days ago, and about
the same time an Ohio hen was dis-

sected and found to have dug up some-
where in her wanderings and swallowed
a quantity of gold dust. These facts-indicat-e

that a new career of useful-
ness and honorable distinction is open-
ing up before the humble barnyard
fowl. Long may she scratch.

The room where the Court of Ap-

peals sits in the capitol at Albany is
described as the most gorgeous in its
appointments of all the court rooms
in the country. The wood work is
beautifully carved and panels are of
mahogany and onyx. The carpet was
woven to order across the water. Por-
traits of all the judges that have ever
sat in the court are placed in panels
about the room.

According to the census of 1880-8- 1,

the last one taken, there were at that
time 20,980,G2G widows in India, of
whom 669,000 were under nineteen
years of age and 278,900 under four-
teen years. According to the native
custom, none of these widows are at
liberty to marry again. The same
census gave the total female popula-
tion at .99,700,000, and of these only
200,000 were able to read.

A physician giving a bit of his
own personal experience, and having a
constitutional tendency to sleepless-
ness, says that nothing has ever given
such decided relief as eating heartily
just before going to bed. He objects
to the use of the customary night-ca- p

as a remedy against sleeplessness,
both because alcohol is injurious to an
empty stomach, and because it does
not induce a natural sleep. But he
thinks that adults should be like
babies, who sleep best with a fulf
stomach, without night-mar- e, or othef
unpleasant results.

A Turkish police court in Con-
stantinople was investigating the cause
of the death of a young and beautiful
Circassian slave, found floating in the
Bosphorus, with her hands and feet
firmly bound with thongs. The court
had the body identified as that of a
girl who belonged to a wealthy Turk.
Then it rendered the decision that the
deceased came to her death by drown-
ing, she having cast herself into the
sea with the purpose of taking her
own life. Tho firmness of this pur-
pose was shown by the solidity with
which she had bound her own hands
and feet before throwing herself into
the water.

PASSENGERS' RIGHTS.
Interesting Derlaion Rendered by the Mln

nesota Supreme Court.
II. got on a regular train to go to

W.' as it was about to start. He could
not find a seat, and he could not leave
the train, as it was going at great
speed. He refused to pay his fare un-

less he was provided with a seat, and
the train was stopped at a point far
from any station and ho was ejected
from the train. He brought an action,
Hardenbergh vs. St. Paul M. & M.
Railway Company, to recover dam-
ages, and was defeated. He carried
the case to tho Supreme Court of Min-

nesota, where the judgment was re-

versed. The Chief Justice, Gilfillan,
in the opinion, said: "II. could refuse
to pay fare unless he was provided
with a seat, and this refusal did not
make him a trespasser on the train.
As a general rule, it is the duty of a
railroad company to provide sufficient
cars to carry the passengers coming
on the trains. The law does not re-

quire unreasonable things to be done,
and single or occasional defaults in
providing seats enough, when there is
an unexpected rush of travel, might
be excused. In this case the train
was a regular train, and H. properly
boarded it. No exceptional condition
of affairs is made apparent here to
justify the default of the company.
When H. learned he could not be seat-
ed, he had tho right to elect to remain
on the train and pay his fare, or to re-

hire to pay it, when it would be his
duty to leave the train at the first rea-
sonable opportunity offered to him.
He could not be expected to leave the
train while in motion. A reasonable
opportunity to leave it would have
been the stopping of the train at a
suitable and reasonable place. Such
an opportunity the defendant was
bound to afford, unless it chose to enr-r- v

him without tho payment of his
fare. It was t!- - company's fault, not
the pln!nti!rs..thal a v.at not pn

. ..' T

! VKieU lor rum, ana u not ire.ii.
him as a trespasser, ami pat him off
the train at any time it saw fit." St.
Louis Gloln.-D.intcr-

The late Elizabeth Tabor, of Ma-

rion, Mass., bequeathed $187,000 to re-
ligious and charitable objects.

Mme. Christine Nilsson is an hon-
orary member of the Young Women's
Christian Association of New York.

General Sherman says that of all
the nuisances on earth, the shaking of
hands by American people is the worst.

The housekeeper of Warwick Cas-
tle, England, who died recently, left a
fortune of $350,000, all of which had
come to her in the shape of fees from
visitors.

The power of persistence in mat-
ters of love was well illustrated in the
courtship of Browning's son. For four-
teen years he maintained a suit at first
unsuccessful, but finally rewarded with
Buccess.

The richest widow in this country,
if not in the world, is Mrs. Moses Tay-
lor, whose fortune is estimated at $40,-000,00- 0.

She lives in New York, Long
Branch and several other places, as
the mood strikes her.

Miss Emily Faithfull has com-
pleted the thirtieth year of her phil-
anthropic work. She received a por-
trait of the Queen, bearing an auto-
graph inscription, as a token of her
Majesty's recognition of her services.

The richest Japanese outside of
the royal family is said to be R.
Kondo of the Mining University of
Japan. He is the operator of sixteen
gold, silver, and copper mines, and is
about to visit the Lake Superior min-
ing districts in order to get a knowl-
edge of the mining machinery used
there.

David Crack, of Marlboro, Md.,
said to be one hundred and seven
years old, was recently married to
Susanna Oaks, a buxom widow of seven-

ty-five years. The groom was an
old slave of Major B. Bruce, then was
bought by John B. Brooks. Crack
says he took part in the war of 1812,
at which time he was a robust young
man.

Judge Elias Smith died recently
in Salt Lake City, U. T. He left two
widows, five sons and seven daugh-
ters. He had buried three sons and
one daughter. He was first cousin to
Joseph Smith, the Mormon prophet,
was Probate Judge of Salt Lake Coun-
ty from 1852 to 1884 and was for many
years editor of the Deseret News. He
was born in 1804.

W. P. Taulbee, of Kentucky, rep-
resents the largest Congressional dis-

trict in the country. It is composed
of twenty-on- e counties, and extends
from the famous Blue Grass region to
Cumberland Gap, a distance of over
two hundred miles. It is a backwoods
district, without railroad or telegraph
communication, and is canvassed on
horseback by the candidate for Con-
gressional honors.

Captain Bassett, the venerable
doorkeeper of the Senate, always goes
through a ceremony at the opening of
the sessions which few visitors are
fortunate enough to see. Trimly

he proceeds at precisely five
minutes before the hour of meeting to
the room of the Presiding Officer. He
halts in the doorway with military ab-
ruptness, makes a stiff but deferential
bow, and says: "Sir, the hour of the
meeting of the Senate has arrived."
Then he bows again, escorts the Pre-
siding Officer into the chamber, deliv-
ers the gavel head into his hands, and
retires to his post at the left of the
President's desk.

"A LITTLE NONSENSE."

She "Good gracious! How dark
it is. I can hardly find my mouth."
He "Allow me. Miss, to assist you in
searching for it."

It's ten to one that when you give
your seat to a woman in the horse-ca-r
she'll trample on your corns while get-
ting into it. Merchant Traveler.

A dollar's worth of postage stamps,
well soaked and with the gum side up,
makes a most efficacious, though some-
what expensive fly-pap- Pittsburgh
Dispatch.

Polite conductor "Your fare,
madam." Miss Cossy Cobb (from
Stamford) "You'd orter see me be-
fore I got sun-scorch- ed at Aunt Ban-
ner's clam-bake- ," Time.

Alonzo Caketaker "Then I un-
derstand, Mr. Coupon, that Estelle can
never be mine; that I " Mr. Cou-
pon "Never, sir! I've set my foot
down." Alonzo "Well, that covers
the ground." America.

It has been rumored that the bustle
is liable to explode. Possibly, though,
an accident of this kind occurs only
when the fair wearer substitutes a
magazine for the newspaper in its con-
struction. Detroit Free Press.

He (to marriage license clerk)
"Give me a marriage license, sir."
Clerk "Do you want single or round
trip?" He "Round-tri- p, of course."
And the clerk made out a license with
divorce coupon . attached. Yankee
Blade.

"Please, ma'am, I came to answer
your advertisement for a cook." "Very
good. And you consider yourself com-
petent to fill the place, do you?" "Of
coorse, ma'am." "Well, what have
you been doing since you came to this
country?" "Scrubbing fiures in a ho-

tel, ma'am." Boston Saturday Ga-

zette.
Seedy individual "Madam, can't

you give something to a yellow fever
sufferer?" Woman "Ain't you the
same man that called here a few
months ago and got twenty-fiv- e cents
to help a blizzard sufferer?" Seedy
individual "Yes, ma'am. I don't do
nuthin' but suffer front one year's end
to the other." Judge.

"Pa, what is a green grocer?"
asked Johnny, looking up from the
English book that he was reading. "A
green grocer, my son?" repeated pa.
"Well ah hem a green grocer is
oh, yes, a green grocer is one who al-

ways sands his sugar without taking
the barrel into the dark part of the
store." Somerville Journal.

Elderly lady (to boy in a hardware
store) "Hev ye got any o' them hand-bello-

fer buildin' fires?" Boy
'"Yes'm; there's Bomethin' nice
tweflty-fi- T cents each." Elderly lady

"Is that the cheapest ye can sell
'em?" Bpy "Yes'm; but I'll tell you
what Til do, as you don't look to be
a very stren'thy old leddy, Til fill it
with wind fer you." Life.

Bridget was 6harply rebuked by
her mistress for putting on the table a
wretched roast of bef. "How could
you," said the mistress, "let the butch-
er leave a piece of meat which was
no hing but bone?" "I towld him my
apinyi.i, mum," said Bridget. "And
.that did you tell him?" "I says to
him. mum. that if it wuz mc that WU2
to ate it, I niver in the wnrruld should
take the like o' that!" Youth's Corn
lanion.

Published Every Friday.
HOLIVAR, - TENNESSEE.

FOLDED IN SLEEP.
At dusk the mother hen do brood their young.

Close sheltering them beneath their out-sprea- d

While in the bhaJowy elms the robin binfrs
His evening song, and in the west is bung
The slender moon, the shining clouds among.

Then all the downy, nestling, murmuring
things

Against their mother's breast do crowd, while
rings

From out the night the sound of bells, slow
swung.

And still those anxious mothers faintly croon
When thut bright glow that tilled the western

skies
Has paled, and silent Is the robin's tune.

A murmur us of prayer does softly rise
From 'neath those brooding wings, asking tho

boon
Of rest then Into sleep's deep silence dies.

Bo to their mother Silence gently creep
Her brood of summer sounds, all closely

pressed
Against her tender, downy-feathere- d breast.

The timid birdlings. shy, all slyly peep
Beneath her wings, then in tne shadows deep

Are lost again. A blue-bir- by his nest.
Voicing his love; the leaves by winds ca-

ressed,
Stirring and whispering faintly in their sleep;
The pet-pin- of lost chicks ; the drowsing low

Of bees amid the winced clusters light;
Of blooms, the song of oriole bright;

The lauch of flickers, and the trickling flow
Of shrunken brooks and springs; the lusty crow

Of chanticleer; the robin's bold delight
Amid the rij ening cherries; from the height

Of upland meadows where the farmers mow,
The ring of whetted scythes; the ceaseless coo

Of strutting doves upon the barn-roo- f old;
These are the children mild that, trembling,

woo
Their mother's brooding wings to safely hold

Them close, in drowsy rest the long Bight
through,

Within the sleepy shadow of their fold.
Elizabeth Cole, in flood Housekeeping.

AN ESCAPED CONVICT.

In Aftor Years I Am Repaid for
Lending Him Assistance.

Asa boy, Ilarkcns was advanced a
long wuy ahead of tho rest of us in
that shady lore connected with life's
career in knickerbockers. He was at
periodical intervals a scout; and wo
never failed to envy him the luxuriant
switch which ho woro borrowed in a
surreptitious manner, from his
mother's toilet arrangemonts. Wo
envied that boy the possession of a
mother who woro a switch; and we
followed his leadership to tho bloody
fray, and rescued the victim from the
burning stake, or dragged the pale-face- d

maiden from tho lone wigwam of
tho bloodthirsty aborigines of the wild-woo- d.

Then he became a Corsair, a red-hand- ed

pirate. It was an epoch of
glory in tho life of each and every one
of us, when, in drawing lots, we were
allowed the glorious advantage of
Bailing under his flag a veritablo
tskull and cross-bone- s, proudly defiant
from the apex of the Harkens hen-
house.

Then, after the piratical course had
spent its fury, and ufter wo had
doubly-dye- d our hands in the poke-berr- y

blood of our victims. Harkens
went upon an expedition right into
the wilds of Central Africa. How the
gloomy forests of that wondrous re-
gion loomed up before us, as the brave
leader led us into the depths! How
wo shot tho fierce tiger, and lured the
gigantic elephant to his doom'. How
we snatched from the very jaws of

, death,' and restored to happy homes,
tho weak and defenceless maidens!

That was boy life; that life which
presents itself to me, ns I now sit here
in my library, like sumo sweet old
dream of happy days laid away in the
past tho past so freighted with
joys, and tinted with somber hues by
tho tears of disappointment.

And Harkens?
Hush! Do not mention that namo.

There is a rospectablo old lady living
but two blocks away his mother. By
her side sits to-nig- ht my wife, Hark-
ens' sister. They are both highly
honored. Tho Harkens are all highly
honored all but Jack, my school-bo- y

Iriend.
He is in prison, serving a six-ye- ar

term for burglary.
Two of tho years have passed, and

Jack is still there; there to-nig- and,
if kind clumber has not sealed his eye-
lids, ho is ga.ing into tho impene-
trable darkness which crowds, com-
presses, Jills his little cell like ten
millions of invisible blankets, crush-
ing tho life out of him, and rearing
in his dreams sad phantoms, which
reproach him like visitors from the
tearful land of penitence and remorse.

1 hear a step hers, the woman I
love; the woman whose heart beats
forme, and for whom my heart throbs,
as I lay asido my pen, and riso and
open tho door.

It is only a little white face, half
hid in tho furry hood, a pair of brown
eyes, and lips cold with the kiss of
the night-ai- r now warmed to red
again by mv kisses.

"Little woman, jour hands are like
ice. Come to the liro and warm no;
you can not. The fire has gone out.
Now I want you to go right to your
room and thaw out. You see here,
Claire, what is the matter? YouV
teeth are chattering like castanets,
and you tremble from head to foot "

"Dear," and she placed her chill
hands upon my lips, looked around, as
though she feared that the familiar
walls had ears. "Jack is out!'1

If she had told me that Jack was
dead, 1 couldn't have been more dumb-
founded. Sing Sing is strong, and
holds many a laddie safe and sound
from the encroachments of the great,
big. free world. Yet men have es-

caped its iron doors and walls of stone
but few have escaped-t- o live a life

of freedom in this great world of ours;
for tho law. like the monster octopus of
the Caribbean Sea, reaches out its innu-
merable tentacles, one airier tho other,
to draw its victim back into its terri-
ble embrace terrible alone to the evil
doer, but a safeguard to which all of
good intent and lawful action look to
with emotions of protection.

"Jack, escaped? How did you learn
of it ?" I nked, as 1 drew tho shiver-
ing little woman to me, and wound a
heavy coat about her.

"From his own lip- - "
"What! And you have seen himP"

I interrupted, more astonished than
ever.

"Yes, at .mother' but the officers
will MMn have him back again, uu-le- ss

"
"Well, unless what?"
"Unless you help him "
"kVl.y. my deer, that is a fearful

thii to do. A man who holds the
po-:li- .n lh:il I do in the business
world. !sr-is- an e : ; convict "

"Don't ay it. dear. Yes, I know
Jack i. what jou s-- It has broken
mother's heart; and but for you, ray
dear, I should die of shame. Jack in

peak of a fur cap drawn down over
his brows. I pushed the door catch,
and drew the curtain over the small,
unglazed window.

"Now, sir, please be so kind as to
take a seat," I said as I turned.

It was Jack Harkens! The same
Jack, older, more grave looking, and
with a calmer light in the eyes, and a
softer expression about the lips.

"Well, Dick, it is I. Are you quite
sure we are safe from intrusion?" The
muffler no longer disguised the tones
of his voice a voice that came to my
ears like some dear old familiar song's
echoes of the past.

"Jack, in the name of Heaven hat--e

a care, man; you are running your
head into tho lion's mouth "

"Nonsense! after all these years the
lion must be sleeping."

"Perhaps, but easily aroused, Jack.
Now sit down, and tell me why you
came here. We are wholly safe from
intrusion or interruption."

' 'Ten years ago, Dick, I parted from
you under rather peculiar circum-
stances. How has the world used you
since then?"

"Well until now," I groaned, as I
leaned my head upon my hand.

"And Claire, and and mother?"
asked he, falteringly.

"Both are well; your mother is liv-
ing with us."

"I thank you for that, Dick," uttered
he warmly, as he reached out and
clasped my hand in a fervent embrace.
"What seems to be the trouble now,
Dick?"

"I am upon the verge of failure "
"No! What? You fail?"
"Yes; times have been close, and

several failures among some of my
creditors, all have combined to work
against me."

"And you can not meet your indebt-
edness dollar for dollar? Is that what
you mean?"

"It is. To-morr- morning the pa-
pers will spread broadcast my ruin."

"Is there no alternative?" he asked.
I shook my head.

"How much do you owe, Dick?"
"Fifty thousand dollars," I groaned

in despair.
"And you have in yonder soe?"
I looked at him in horror. What

right had he, an escaped convict, a man
who had served a portion of his time
in Sing Sing for burglary, to ask me
such a question? But then he was my
wife's brother, my dear friend. Jack
Harkens, of my school-bo- y days.

"Ten thousand dollars "
"But a drop in the bucket. Why

sacrifice it to your greedy creditors?"
"Jack, you forget yourself. Your

life has been vastly different from
mine, you will recollect," I said, as I
rose and turned from him.

"It will give you time "
"Time? What do you mean?" I

quickly asked, as I again turned toward
him.

"Listen to my plan. Sit down; I
will tell it in a few words." I reseated
myself, and gazed upon his handsome
face as he revealed what he was pleased
to call his pan.

"It is years sinco I did any job of
this sort, but I think my hands and
brains have not lost their cunn5-,;- .

You are pressed by your creditors.
You. to wi.lxe witn them dollar
for dollar, but can not. You would
give them this paltry ten thousand
dollars, which would only whet their
appetites for more. To-nig- ht now
listen and do not start will crack
your safe! You will say that you had
forty thousand dollars in it. Your
creditors1 greed will turn to sympathy,
and they will give you further time.
Now, what do you think of my plan?"

He leaned back in the chair and fixed
his eyes upon my face, as though he
would fain read every thought running
riot through my whirling brain.

My safe broken open and forty thou-
sand dollars taken from it! The whole
city would talk about it; the officers
of the law would take speedy steps to
capture the burglar, and my creditors
would give me time to retrieve my
losses because of my calamity. No
one would know but Jack and my
God and conscience. Heavens ! how
could I face tho phantom of my past
unblemished life, and still the little
voice which would, every moment of
my after life, confront me with that
namo thief.

"Jack I I can not," I weakly ut-

tered, as I fell back, utterly bereft of
strength.

"Spoken like a man. Ah! Dick, old
boy, you withstood temptation, as I
failed to years ago; and now, I beg
you to forgive old Jack for presenting
a plan ho never intended to follow.
You start. Well, perhaps you have
reasons. I, too, am an honest man,
and have been ever since we last
parted."

"Thank God, you did not mean it,"
I gasped.

"Crack your safe? Do any thing
that would place me back where I
was years ago? never! But I have
another plan to release you from your
present disagreeable emergency.

"What do you mean?" I asked in
amazement.

"This check Twill fill out for the
sum of fifty thousand dollars;" and as
he spoke he drew out a check-boo- k,

and proceded to fill it out and sign it.
Then he handed it to me, and leaning
back, laughed heartily, as ho saw the
look of wonderment which must have
spread over my features.

"This is not your name "
"But that name, Edward Strange

Winters, is good for half a million of
dollars "

"What, tho rich banker of San Fran-
cisco?"

"None other. Dick, you know it
will not do for me to stay hero in the
city too long. Some of my old com-
rades might recognize me.which would
be quite unpleasant, you will admit.
While you are at the bank I will pay a
flying visit to mother and Claire.
Now, good-by- e, old fellow; and, I
say, don't forget your friend, the r."

I was alone. In my hand was the
check, and, thank God, I was a free
man. I could now meet my creditors,
and face them proudly, fori possessed
that which would and did satisfy every
claim against me.

Before sundown the cloud had en-

tirely passed away from my financial
sky. and then I went home a free man.
Upon the faces of Claire and her moth-

er I saw tunshine.
Life prospered witn mo after that.

The millionaire California n is gi owing
richer, and ovo:i t".e law I believe hai
forgotten Jack Harkens. my I'-i-

r ar
friend. . S. K.H.r.in Dl
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me this, a xuiv penei, a aoacuy poi
"son

"And you prefer that to imprison-
ment?"

"I would, hence I am not afraid.
Dick, I want your help. I want to ask
a small loan. I am going to leave the
country."

"Then you must do it quickly. Your
very presence is fraught with danger,
danger to you, and disgrace to me."

"Yes; I understand all that, Dick.
But you see, there was no one else,
and because of Claire, I thought "

"And you thought right. Here is a
pocketbook containing three hundred
dollars. Now Jack, go away some-
where, and, I say, Jack, you are too
good a man to go down to perdition."

"No man can tell me what I know
and think every hour. I am going
away now. Think kindly if you can
of old Jack. Once in awhile look in
upon my dear old mother. Oh, my
God! If I could but live over my past
life! For every tear her dear eyes
have shed, I'd do a deed of kindness
to warm hor heart. But I went the
wrong way. And I say, Dick, if there
should ever come a little boy to glad-
den your heart, don't ever tell him
any thing about his outcast Uncle
Jack."

tho dress, and again
covering his head, ho stepped into tho
hall, and I let him out into tho darkness
of his romorso and into the gas-light- ed

street.
And so I had helped a convict to es-

cape. What would ray business asso-
ciates say? What would tho world
say? Had I done right? In the sight
of tho law, no; but in my wife's heart,
and because of the many tender re-

membrances of tho old past, yes.

How my creditors pressed and
crowded mo to the wall. I felt the
good house which I had reared, trem-
bling around us; and my good credit,
that which I had so long pointed to
with pride, it was crumbling, and I
could not stay the ruin which was
progressing, and hourly drawing mo
to that procedure which I shrank from
in horror bankruptcy.

Shall I meet the inevitable like a
man? Shall I? but stay; the last
thought was but an accursed tempta-
tion which I must not. as a man, con-

template. Still, it would bo so easy.
A few thousand dollars saved from the
ruins; and tho border between Canada
and the United Suites is tantalizingly,
temptingly near. Away with this
cruel devil. I will be a man for the
sake of my wife and children, a man,
even though the yoke bo a heavy one
to bear. It may be shame, but it will
not be crime.

"A gentleman to see you," said my
ofliee boy, as he poked his head
through tho little window.

"Shw him in." I uttered. It must
bo my lawyer. Tho fiat has gone forth
and I must brace myself for the shock.
In the morning the whole city will
know of my downfall. If I have ene
mies they will then show their faces
in the broad light; and ray friends; I
wonder will they stand by me and
mine, and pour out their sympathy,
for which we all shall bo so sorely j.o
need.

The door opened, aud a stranger,
not my lawyer, entered.

The stranger's throat was heavily
muil'e.l. and when ho accosted me I
was unable to recognie his voice.

"May I occupy a few brief moments
or your time, and without interrup-
tion?"

Whatever he wanted to occupy my
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